
Gospel Reading   -   Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Lk 10:25-37 
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said, 

"Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law? 

How do you read it?" 

He said in reply, 

"You shall love the Lord, your God, 

with all your heart, 

with all your being, 

with all your strength, 

and with all your mind, 

and your neighbor as yourself." 

He replied to him, "You have answered correctly; 

do this and you will live." 

 

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, 

"And who is my neighbor?" 

Jesus replied, 

"A man fell victim to robbers 

as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. 

A priest happened to be going down that road, 

but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 

Likewise a Levite came to the place, 

and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 

But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him 

was moved with compassion at the sight. 

He approached the victim, 

poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. 

Then he lifted him up on his own animal, 

took him to an inn, and cared for him. 

The next day he took out two silver coins 

and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, 

'Take care of him. 

If you spend more than what I have given you, 

I shall repay you on my way back.' 

See how Luke – uses  the “I” to 

emphasize the hospitality over 

duty.  

“I shall repay  you on the 

way back.”  

The Catholic missionaries - 

serving others was a 

means of 

evangelization. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?25


Which of these three, in your opinion, 

was neighbor to the robbers' victim?" 

He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy." 

Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 
In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus implicitly pushed the 

view that the God of all was for all, not for some. 

 

Societies in biblical days were strongly tribal. You identified with 
“your people.” 

The God of the Jews was only for Jews, not for all. This sense 
was not universally held at the time. 

The lawyer knew his Scriptures very well.  

When Jesus asks, “What is written in the law?” the lawyer quotes from Deuteronomy 6:5 

and Leviticus 19:18, verses we now call the “two great commandments: love God and love 
your neighbor,” reminding us of the “two tablets” of the law which Moses brought down from 
Mount Sinai. 

The story of the Good Samaritan is about the second of Jesus’ great commandments (Love 
your Neighbor) 

Leviticus 19:18, 33-34 

“… you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD… When an alien resides with you in 
your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the 
citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I 
am the Lord your God.” 

The concern for the stranger and alien is a repeated theme throughout the Torah. 

Speaking through Moses God makes very clear to the people of Israel that they should care for 
the strangers and aliens among them. God “loves the strangers, providing them food and 
clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt 
(Deuteronomy 10:18-19). 

We are all “tribal” by instinct and by habit. We are most 
comfortable with and usually care most about those like us. 

 

Why didn’t  the Scholar 

(Lawyer)  of the law say 

the Samaritan by name?  



 

 

• How do you see yourself in today’s world? 

• Do you see people being more tribal today than when we 

were younger? What is causing that wall?  

• What must we do to break through that tribalism that we 

have created in our World today?  

• There is a lot of talk about justice, equality, peace, 

democracy, and lots of other things – what would Jesus say 

about this talk? 
 

To truly love others as self-meant to act as the Samaritan, the 

hated man who went out his way to care for the needy. 

 

Jesus' command summed up the moral of the parable:  

Go out like the hated Samaritan. Do acts of 

mercy for whomever you meet. 

 

Jesus defined the neighbor, not as the victim but as the care-giver.  

The neighbor was the hospitable evangelist.  

This image, then, became the standard by which love of others 

was measured. To truly love others as self meant to act as the 

Samaritan, the hated man who went out his way to care for the 

needy. 



 

 

 


